Time after

Pentecost

September 14th, 2025
10:30 am

Welcome to God’s
House ... an area of
sacred space to
honor God.

We ask that you be
respectful of the !
Nave, and others
that are here to
worship.

Welcome to First Lutheran Church, Edinburg, Texas on this fourteenth Sun-
day After Pentecost. We are delighted that you have chosen to worship with us.
First Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Southwestern

Texas Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America &o ?

R h
emember the (ELCA).

Sabbath Day by
keeping it Holy. As Lutherans, we confess our belief that the Holy Eucharist
PI " (also called the Lord’s Supper and Holy Communion) is the

ease refrain from place where Our Lord Jesus is truly present (real presence). All people, who believe in

eat.ing. or: drinking Christ and share our beliefs concerning this sacrament, are invited and encouraged to
while inside t!me participate in the Eucharist. This includes members of other Lutheran churches and
Nave, or I'eavmg members of other denominations. Young children are also invited to share in this
trash behind when celebration and may receive the sacrament if they, with their families, feel it is

you depart. appropriate. Children and people who do not wish to receive Communion are

invited to receive a blessing. Those unable to partake of the wine be assured that the

Pastor: Rev. Gabriella Church affirms our Lord’s presence in the bread alone.

Conklin

FIRST TIME VISITORS — Please sign and include contact information on the
guest book located between the double doors at the front of the Narthex. We hope
Music Director: Dr. Vivian  that you worship with us again. If you have any questions about First Lutheran

Munn  Church, please call the office at 956.383.2647.

Cantor: Claudio Esquivel

Pianist: Dwight Reeves Mission Statement: Grace in Action, Mindful of a Changing
World, We Seek ALL People.

First Lutheran Church
302 S. Sugar Rd

Edinburg, Tx
78539
Please remember to
Office Hour: TURN OFF OR SILENCE ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Tuesday-Friday - before eeevice begine. _ . |
10 AM-3 PM We appreciate your help in minimizing any distractions during service.
Thank you! -



STAND

+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the *F Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of *+ Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW 807 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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SIT
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all
those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may
reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our
life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

+ LITURGY OF THE WORD +

FIRST READING - Exodus 32:7-14

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship.
Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people.
Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for
them.

"The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; ®they have been
quick to turn aside from the way that | commanded them; they have cast for
themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of

Egypt! ”



’The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. '°

Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them and | may con-
sume them, and of you | will make a great nation.”

"' But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? '> Why should the Egyptians
say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the moun-
tains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce
wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. "
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them
by your own self, saying to them, ‘l will multiply your descendants like the stars
of heaven, and all this land that | have promised | will give to your descendants,
and they shall inherit it forever.” ” '* And the Lord changed his mind about the
disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

PSALM 51:1-10

Have mer-cy on me. O God, ac-cord-ing to your stead - fast Jove,

' Have mercy on me, O God, according to your ! steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out ! my offenses.
*Wash me through and through ' from my wickedness,
and cleanse me ! from my sin.
*For | know ! my offenses,
and my sin is ev- | er before me.
‘ Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right ! in your judg-
ment. R
> Indeed, | was born ! steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
‘Indeed, you delight in truth ! deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom ! deep within.
”Remove my sins with hyssop, and | ! shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be pur- ! er than snow.
®Let me hear ! joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken ! may rejoice.
’Hide your face ! from my sins,
and blot out ! all my wickedness.
' Create in me a clean ! heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- ! it within me. R



STAND

SECOND READING - | Timothy 1:12-17

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice
especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once perse-
cuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to
the grace of God.

'2] am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because
he considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, "’ even though | was
formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But | received
mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, '*and the grace of our Lord
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. "° The saying
is sure and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners—of whom | am the foremost. '¢ But for that very reason | re-
ceived mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the
utmost patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him for
eternal life. '’ To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lord, 1o whom shall we go? You have the words of ¢ -ter-nal life,

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the |5th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING - Luke 15:1-10

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and
sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God
that their recovery brings joy in heaven.



SIT

STAND

'Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen
to [Jesus.] *And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3So he told them this parable: *“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and
go after the one that is lost until he finds it? * And when he has found it, he
lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. * And when he comes home, he calls to-
gether his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have
found my lost sheep.” ” Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.

#“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? > And
when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying,
‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that | had lost.’” "°Just so, | tell you,
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who re-
pents.”

This is the Gospel of our Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 609 Chief if Sinners Though | Be

APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

7



Brief Silence.

Together as a family of
faith we lift our joys,
concerns, and
intercessions to God.

The peace our LORD is
shared throughout the
gathered assembly

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in
need.

Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the times
when we have been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to your gospel of
love. Empower us to live as a community of mercy. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and harmed
this earth and its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care for all you have
made, and grant us wisdom and strength to take action toward restoring your
creation to its fullness. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. Instruct
them to make just decisions that serve the common good. Make them instru-
ments of your mercy in the world, working to heal divisions and promote
peace. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to
those who are sick, grieving, or in pain (especially). Give us compassionate
hearts to accompany those who are hurting and courage to work for justice
and mercy. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and love. Supply
us with humility to seek forgiveness when we have wronged one another and
generosity to extend mercy when we have been wronged. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. Console
those who mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection. God of grace,
receive our prayer. '

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our re-
deemer and friend.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



SIT

STAND

We offer to God the gifts
of bread and wine, our
monetary gifts for the
ministry of the Church in
the world, and the gift of
our own lives.

The Great Thanksgiving is
understood as an act of
praise and thanksgiving
to the Father. Following

Jewish customs, the
emerging Christian litur-
gies blessed God (that is,
thanked him) for his
works of kindness and
love

+ LITURGY OF THE MEAL +

OFFERING

OFFERTORY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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OFFERING PRAYER

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who
richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suf-
fering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

al - so with
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hearts,
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praise.

right to give our thanks and



The Sanctus is g series
of acclamations based on
the angels’ cry which
accompanied Isaiah’s
vision of God (Isaiah 6:3
also Psalm 118:26) and
with which the people
greeted Jesus as he
entered Jerusalem on his
way to his sacrificial
death, Mark 11:9-10.

PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God, You are most holy, and great
is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that gave your only Son, so that everyone who be-
lieves in him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all peo-
ple for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the Remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming
again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we
are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with
your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts
of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of
Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and receiving the for-
giveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our
inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER -
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

And the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.

Amen.



The bread is broken in
silence before the congre-
gation is invited to the
table to partake of the
holy meal

SIT

RECEIVING THE
EUCHARIST

Those who wish to receive
the Eucharist may come
to the chancel by way of

the center aisle.

After receiving the ele-
ments the communicant
responds: AMEN.

The sign of the cross is
made before and after
receiving the elements.

STAND

FRACTION

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.
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COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 608 Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling
ELW 468 Around You, O Lord Jesus

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace.
Amen.



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant  go in peace.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be
your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food
to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, T bless you now and forever.
Amen.

st ANNOUNCEMENTS
STAND RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



T] ﬁosefor Whom We Pray

Lolly Tangen, James Flores, Veronica L. Esquivel, Amanda Vale, Sandra
Flores, Letty Flores, Nicole Paredes, Victoria Trevino, Javier Davila, Enri-
queta Olvera, Teresa Trevino, Ernesto Trevino I, Vanesa Guajardo, Auro-
ra Buentello, Blanca Kelly, Magda Buentello, Oscar Enrique Vergara,
Francis Luna, Richard Martin, Hiram Alanis, Mike Salyers, Kim LaFleur,
Gerald Crochet, Emma Salinas, Zaida Flores Avila

Prayer request cards are located in the hymn rack. Let us know when God has met your prayer needs!
Call the church office at 956.383.2647 or email at flcedinburg@gmail.com, so the requested name can
be removed from the prayer list, and we may rejoice with you.

‘Announcements

= We are in need of Halloween candy for the Fall Festival. If anyone
would like to donate candy, please bring the candy on Sunday or you
can drop it off at the office.

— There is a sign-up sheet and flyer on the table in the narthex for the up-
coming Rio Grande Church Conference happening here Saturday, Sep-
tember 20" from 9am to 2 pm.

— There will be a WELCA Dinner and bible Study at Our Savior’s in
McAllen on Thursday, September 25" at 6pm.

= Girl Scout Troop 5154 will be having a bake sale on Sunday, Septem-
ber 28" after service. If anyone would like to buy some bake goods.

— Qur Savior’s youth group is inviting any of our youth to join them Sun-
day, September 28th at 12 pm, to plan future gathering and events you
may want to participate in. |



= It has been a while, but if you filled out the life of faith survey or are
interested in hearing more about it, please join the Life of Faith team
in fellowship hall for pizza and conversation on Wednesday, October

Tstat 5:30 pm.

= Cross Trails Ministry, our synod’s camping ministry, is holding a fami-
ly retreat at camp Rio in Brownsville from November 14-16". For
more information to register see the flyer in the narthex or you can
talk to Pastor Gabbi.

= Please bring blankets, new or handmade, for the Faith in Blue collec-
tion. Last day is Oct. 10™. You can drop off the blankets on Sunday or
when the church office is open.



